
 

 
Bradford School 

School Action Team for Partnerships Meeting  
Nov. 2, 2018 - 9:15 a.m. 

Agenda 
 

SATp 
 

1. Kristen Freeh-DRA Presentation  
 
 
 

Meeting Minutes and Discussions 
November 2, 2018  9:15 am 
 
The meeting is called to order.  
 
SATp 
 
Naomi Kirkman discussed the Compassion Project.  The project will redefine Bradford Cares to 
systemize what is expected from the students.  The core values of the curriculum will include “be 
compassionate”, “be respectful”, “be responsible” and “be in control”.  Lessons have been 
developed to go with each one and there will be posters displayed in different areas of the 
building to provide examples of how these values apply to those locations.  For example what do 
these looks like in the hallway, bathroom, lunchroom, recess etc…  Brad the Bee will be the new 
school mascot and will be incorporated in the curriculum as well. 
 
Kristen Freeh DRA Presentation 

• Naomi Kirkman introduced Mrs. Freeh explaining that she has been with the school for 
25 years and is the DRA expert. She trains the teachers to administer the DRA test. 

• Kristen Freeh explains: 
DRA stands for developmental reading assessment.  Kids are tested 3 times a year to find 
the level where they are comfortable as independent readers.  The score informs the 
teachers so they can better help each individual student grow to the next level. There are 
two parts. 
Part 1 is an oral reading assessment.  There are specific textbooks for this since it needs 
to be a cold reading to test their reading and comprehension. The teacher makes different 
notations for different types of mistakes. If the student self corrects it doesn’t count as a 



mistake. The assessment is looking for 4 things reading with expression, reading with 
appropriate phrasing based on punctuation, reading rate and accuracy. 
Part 2 -  
The students read the book on their own and they get a packet with questions to answer 
older kids answer themselves and younger answer with help of their teachers.  
Then it’s scored to determine what their level is.  There are certain targets to see where 
they should be.  If they are below the teacher will help them to grow to the right level. 
The advantage of DRA is that it’s a one on one interaction with the teacher so you get the 
most information.  If the child is above level you can give them a higher test but there is a 
ceiling on the level assignment since the content might not be appropriate for their age 
even though they can read it. Scores can be subjective so if there are questions Shadow 
Scoring is performed where another teacher will do an assessment and the 2 will be 
compared. There isn’t a similar test for math.  Math is tested through the Envision 
curriculum with tests in each section.  Renaissance Learning is also used for math and 
that starts in January of 1st grade.  

 
Discussion on how scores are communicated to parents and the procedure for getting kids 
that are below level on track.  
 
Naomi Kirkman went over how kids choose books in the classroom. Kids “book shop” in 
the classroom library based on their “just right level”.  The teacher will teach a mini 
lesson and then will go around conferencing with the students to see if they are applying 
the lesson and to check for understanding. Going forward the district will report DRA 
scores in Genesis. 
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